This application was made by Ballyhoura Dev. On behalf of a network of environmentalist form the Charleville Area.

2.  Project Title 

“To heighten environmental awareness via community based action initiatives in Charleville Co. Cork__”             

3.  Purpose of Project 

Overall the aim is to build on the awareness workshops that were conducted through Agenda 21 funding in 2009 for 2010 and to hone in on the biodiversity element and the connections made within the various other groups in the town of Charleville.
1. To build on Gluiseacth Green Guide, Charleville Green Mile and Ballyhoura’s workshops on Waste Minimisation & Home Composting. 
2. To heighten awareness of the town’s wildlife through nature walks with complimentary radio programme and to plant trees to create habitats to encourage birds and other wildlife back into area._________________________
3. Finally to create the foundations for two future projects the creation of a wildlife arboretum and a community garden in Charleville_________________________________
4. Describe nature of partnership with local community  
The proposed project has been created in consultation with a wide range of local groups including, the Green Mile Network, Charleville Tidy Towns, Ballyhoura Radio, Charleville Literary Circle, and Ballyhoura Dev. Limited.  It is anticipated that also the project will involve the 5 local schools which are participating in An Taisce’s Green Flag and Charleville Community Council & Charleville Chamber of Commerce.  The local action group Ballyhoura Development are engaged with the community at large and would encourage a) wide community participation and consultation and b) community ownership for projects. In 2009 25 tidy towns plans were produced by Frank Donaldson (tidy towns adjudicator) and the wildlife and natural amenities were surveyed, the proposed projects are in line with what was proposed in this plan. In this case the group under guidance of environmental advocate Ted Bradley (on behalf of local environmentalists)  will be looking after their own venue and promotional costs and seek assistance for facilitator costs and physical costs for nesting and bat boxes and trees. 

5. Project Summary
(a fuller description may be supplied separately with supporting documentation)  

This project has three steps first to create awareness of wildlife in the area especially bird’s and bat, these have great appeal to children and adults living in the area via three workshops by Marie Tuttle who has expertise in this area.  This will take place in the town park involving two school groups and one group of other interested parties.
This will be complimented by a radio programme  on these walks and podcast of same to go on town website.  Final part of this is installation of bird & bat boxes on some of the mature trees in  Town Park.
Once the awareness in the area has been created we will be planting indigenous trees in the park to create a wildlife area._  
 
6. Projects should focus on environmental awareness and actions which compliment national environmental priorities such as Waste, Biodiversity and Climate Change.  What aspect of national environment policy is addressed by this project? 


This is not a standalone project but part of an integrated approach to highlight environmental issues, it has been created in consultation with local people, where possible we are utilising local facilities and involving local groups.
Although in this particular application we are not focusing on waste, we already have been involved with the An Taisce’s National Spring Clean and will be promoting this and efforts by the Tidy Towns to promoted Reducing, Re-use and recycling of waste.  However the core element is to enhance Biodiversity via bat & bird walks, installation of bat and bird boxes and address issues raised in climate change by the planting of trees.________________________ 
 

7. Local Agenda 21 is a process which facilitates sustainable development at community level. How will this project contribute to developing Sustainable Local Communities”? 

The focus of community development is very much about sustainability. Helping communities to help themselves which in itself is how Ballyhoura Development Ltd operates. In 2009 Ballyhoura Development Ltd were successful in achieving funding for home composting workshops and waste minimisation workshops in 2 of the larger towns in North Cork (the area that we cover) and to build on the workshops and the interest created the environmental group co-ordinated by Ted Bradley wish to develop further by focusing on biodiversity, networking and promotion of fundamental projects linking in with the wider community (schools, town traders, tidy towns etc…) In this way the group take ownership for the development and more importantly longevity and implementation.                                                                         
